
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 14 

I Samuel 14:1-5 - Jonathan sneaks into Philistine territory (MAP) 

 

1 Samuel 14:6-10 - Jonathan & armor bearer wait for a sign to know how to proceed 

 

v. 6 - Jonathan’s view: that if the LORD is with them, they can have victory no matter the number or weapons of their 

side. 

 

1 Samuel 14:11-15 - Jonathan achieves victory over Philistine garrison. 

 

1 Samuel 14:15 (NLT) - Suddenly, panic broke out in the Philistine army, both in the camp and in the field, including even 

the outposts and raiding parties. And just then an earthquake struck, and everyone was terrified. 

 

1 Samuel 14:16-23 

 

v. 16 - Saul’s watchmen begin to see the great Philistine army scattering. 

 

v. 17 - Saul wanted to see who from their number was missing. It was discovered that Jonathan and his armor bearer had 

gone 

  

v. 20-23 - as the commotion continued in the Philistine camp, Israel went out and pursued them.  Those who had fled to 

join the Philistines earlier (no prior reference to this) or who had been in hiding, returned to Israel’s side, emboldened by 

Israel’s victory 

 

- Jonathan’s trust in the power of the LORD led to this victory.  This victory led to the return of confidence and raised 

morale throughout the land. I Samuel 13:6-8 speaks of men “hiding themselves”, “trembling” and “scattering”.  All it 

took was one man who trusted the LORD, to act in faith - thus bringing victory and leading the people back to safety 

and confidence. 

 

1 Samuel 14:24-30 - Jonathan eats the honey 

 

v. 24 - Saul had called for a fast in the land.  However, this fast was not one based on seeking the LORD, but an oath 

and physical act aimed at inspiring devotion to Saul and seriousness amongst the forces.  This act begins a series of 

rash acts from Saul 

 

v. 27 - Jonathan had not heard his father command this of his people. Jonathan is “refreshed (NLT)” from eating the 

honey. 

 

v. 30 - Jonathan believes the joy of victory is tarnished due to this foolish act 

 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


1 Samuel 14:31-35 - The people finally eat 

 

“When evening comes (v. 34) and the people are once again free to eat (cp. v. 24), they are in such a hurry that they do 

not put the animals they kill on a stone in order to drain the blood properly from them (v. 33). Eating meat with blood is 

strictly prohibited in the law (Gen. 9:4; Lev. 7:26; 17:10–14; Deut. 12:16).” (ESV Study Bible, 1 Sam 14:32-33) 

 

- Rash and emotional attempts to be spiritual based on our own thinking can often times be disastrous.  While the people 

are accountable themselves to not eat the blood, their leader set them up to fail. Obey God rather than trying to 

impress Him with some extreme or irrational act of supposed devotion.  Saul’s acts were outwardly focused rather than a 

humble expression from his heart. 

 

1 Samuel 14:36-39 - Saul doesn’t hear from the LORD 

 

v. 37 - God does not answer Saul’s request 

 

v. 38-39 - As a result of God’s silence towards Saul, Saul assumes the LORD is against him/Israel because of some sin in 

the camp.  Saul makes another irrational and dramatic vow, this time to kill whomever has brought this sin upon the 

nation, even if is his own son. 

 

1 Samuel 14:40-46 - Saul cast lots 

 

- In some cases, the LORD would use the casting of lots to indicate a right decision on something. In fact there were special 

lots (Urim & Thummim) held by the high priest.  However, this is not one of those times.  Saul is adding foolishness upon 

foolishness. 

 

v. 43 - Jonathan is implicated by the casting of lots.  He confesses to eating of the honey. 

 

v. 44-45 - With the nation watching, Saul is prepared to kill his son.  However, the people intervene on Jonathan’s behalf, 

observing the foolishness of Saul’s behavior.  “The people rescued Jonathan…” - O Israel, behold your great king, Saul!  The 

people saw the LORD’s answer in Jonathan’s victory rather than Saul’s rash behavior. 

 

Side note: People are often looking for a “sign” from God to know when He is leading and what his perspective is. In our present 

day situation, we do not have to guess.  He has given us his word, already recorded as to what he likes/dislikes, how he wants 

us to behave, act etc.  The holy spirit works in agreement with the Scriptures and gives specific insight and direction - however, 

it will never be in contradiction to what God has already said in the Bible. 

 

1 Samuel 14:47-52 - Details of Saul’s reign and family 

 

- Saul will have some military successes in the future.  He had a large family.  He had faithful soldiers and servants.  No 

mention of his devotion to God in this summary. 
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